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MERCHANTSVOTE
FOR REFERENDUM
ON PROHIBITION

Retailers' Association Asks
that Question Be Submitted

to Residents.

RESOLUTION MODIFIED

Topham Objects to Original
Draft, Which Deplored
"Dry" City Proposition.

DEFENSE OF LIQUOR OMITTED

M. D. ^Rosenberg Preaches Against
Doctrine of "Thou Shalt Not."
Temperance Appeals Read.

? Retall Merchante* Association, of
th* Dtatrlet. meeting In special session

at the New Willard lait night, adopted a

resolution protesting acalnst the passage
of prohibition laws for the District with

out the citizens flrst being given an op¬

portunity to vote on the question. The
rem.Iutieri was adopted by a two-third
majority of the flfty member» who at¬
tended the session.

The resolution, which was .submitted by
M. A. Idéese, in as follows:
"We submit that it Is unfit ¡r an4 In¬

equitable for the Congress of the United
States to attempt to pass a law alTecting
prohibition or other fundamentals of the
body politi«- of this community without
Trst giving the citizens of the District of
Columbia the right.which should he'the
pf-ivtf-asc of every American citizen.to
vote by- referendum or other legal ami
effeettre form as to whether they desire
a change in this or other laws of such
vital interests to the citizens thereof."

letters were read from the Woman»
Ch* istim. Tempranee G????. the Paators'
Fed«rail· ? of the District, and the Anti-
Saloon League, protesting against the
adoption of anti-prohibition resolutions.
Th« ariginal resolution aa Introduced

by Mr. Reese, declared that the passage
o' prohibition laws for the District would
d-¦.-'troy aNi'it 3rti business establishments
and throw thousands of persons out of
erap!c7Cie*t. It also asserted that it
*oul dcatroy Washington an a city of
¦ ? ti ? liilimuiiit and a meeting place of

conventions and asked that if Congress
eould not grant th* right of referendum,
the passage of the Sheppard bill be de¬
ferred until the question of national pro¬
hibition had been settled by Congress.

Tupban Offert· Protret.

Holding thit it would provoke a storm
of adver.-*e criticism George Topham pres¬
ident of the board of governors, protest-
id against the passage of the resolution,
? >n his protest the resolution finally was

reduced simply to the question of a ref¬
erendum. ,

In urging the passage of the resolution.
M. D. Rosenberg declared that his spirit
ot Americanism revolted against any one1
say ing "Thou shalt not." TT*· declared
that the members of Congress have noi
right to hold up their hands to the people
of the District and say "Thou shalt not.

Continuing he said:
Congress is right in placing certain res-j

strictions upon the liquor traille, butj
though I have traveled through Kurope!
and through the l'nited States I know.

of no city where such legislation is less!
needed than in Washington."
A. W'ad*e Wells, general manager of the

Bradford Detective Agency, told the
members that the police of Washington,
tnough the most efficient ln the l'nited
States, would not be able to enforce
such laws as proposed by the Sheppard
bill.
An official of the organization stated

after the meeting that there are no liquor
m«Mi or firms coift.eeted with the associa¬
tion.

MISSION SUCCESS. SAYS HOUSE.
¦w ... « KmUaar) Pleaded »tth

Oalrnmr of lit« Trip.
Paris, Feb. 7. .When asked today if he

considered his European mission a suc¬

cess. Col. K. M. House, special diplo¬
matic agent of President Wilson, re¬

plied:
"I am entirely aattefied.*'
Col. House will go to London tomor¬

row where he will again confer with
members of the British Cabinet before
tailing for New York, on the liner Rot¬
terdam, on February 19.

ÎÏEW GAS MACHINE USED.
(¡frmiBi on West Front Reported

to Have Mude Imp rovente uta.

Amsterdam. Feb. 7..A new machine for
the transmission of poison gasee has Just
been devised and installed in the trenches
on the weet front by the Germans. Im¬
provements also have been made ln the
artillery whl*-h makes special training
necessary for the gunners.

It is believed that the Germans are

awaiting a strong east wind before be¬
ginning an offensive with clouds of poison
gases fron: their new anraf tttua.

No German Advance, He Say»,
farte. Feb. 7.Thi Sirionlkl »rorrrspon-

dfnt of the Temps »ent a dispatch this
¦afternoon statins; that rumors of an im-

pendrn; »..-rnmn Bulgarian offensive are

unira« ·

"Fighting Prince'' Oscar
Is Reported Wounded

Special Cable tn The Waahjnrtne Herald.
Berlin (via Lt-ndon), Feb. ~..

It is officially stated that Prince
Oscar of Prussia, the Kaiser's
fifth son, has been sliuhtly wound¬
ed in the head and in the up¬
per part of one thigh by shell
splinters.

Prince Oscar's wounds were re¬

ceived on the battlefield in the
eastern theater of war.

Prince Oscar is known as the
"Fifyhting Prince." I le was strick¬
en with an affection of the heart
in September. IQ1.4, at Verdun,
where he led a column of troop!
against Turcos sharpshooters.

SEA OF BLOOD
INGULFS HIM

Chicago Physician Saves Him¬
self from Death by Cling¬

ing to Plank.

GOING TO AID RED CROSS
WHEN SHIP STRIKES MINE

Bodies Slashed by Propeller Stain
Adriatic Bright Crimson.Sees

Nurse Die that Way.
Rprnjt to Thr Wishtuftm Herald.

Chicago. Feb. 7. HV>r three hour« of
untold "horror Dr. Kdward Ounat. of thia
city, clune: to :i plank In a sea dyed with
human blood after the Italian steamer
Brindisi went tlown In the Adriatic Sea
on January *. last. Then he was picked
up by the Hallan steamship Citta de
Barri and put hack to Brindisi, Ttaly.
Sunday the physician returned here and

told the etory of a vain attempt of the
HYothinshani unit of the American Red
.'ros-i-i, to which he belonse-d. to 50 to
[he aid of eleven other physician.·*" and
lurscs who ap-e laborin?; among ?,G??,???
Serbian and Montenegrin refugees In
Montenegro.
G>?. Cunat'.s unit was composed of two

physicians, two nurse« and an orderly,
rh^y were Dr. George Oucha and Dr.
'onat. Miss Marie Tamo* and Mh*s
HtephanI K. Hampt, the nurse«, and
[.Yank Synocek. the orderly, all of Chi¬
cago, e.vi-pt Mlaa Hampl. who was from
New York.
With them they carried ß?p.??? pounds

^f foodstuff·*«, much rlottung, medical sup¬
plies .ind Jl·1,·»! in gold, all of which w aa

lost wtth the Brindisi.
"It wan about 6 oMock in the morning
f January 6 when the Brindisi «truck

the mine," said Dr. Ounat. "The ship
¡tank very rapidly after the shock. Many
r>r those in the water were drawn Into
the swirl of the propeller, which was

revolving at high speed. Their bodies
were fairly ground to bits, and the aea

was red with their blood.
"G saw Miss Hampl, the nurse from

New York, die like that, and ? could not
raise a hand to save her."

2,000 Are Slain
In Russ Attack

Fighting in Uszieuczk Region
Results in Heavy Teuton

Losses, Is Report.
Petrograd, K<'b. 7..Thi· recent flghtlni

in the region of I'szieuczk and on th·»
? ..-.- in southern front was most lies-
penate and sanguinary. The Russian.«
were almost slackened hy their work witl
tho bayonet, while the Teutons tisuall>
1?«?<* out until their losses exceeded one-

third of their strength.

Un th« right flank, soo bodies were lefi
near the wire entanglements. The Teu
ton losses in a single engagement amount¬

ed to ",00? killed.

In the Poliesle dislrii-t. mounted Rus
plan guerillas effected a daring nocturna
raid on the transports accumulatile
around J'insk.
Lying in ambunh until the camp fires o!

the Teutons had been extinguished an»

the majority of the troops were asleep
the guerillas disposed of the sentries anc
hurled incendiary bombs among th«
wagons, causing a panic and heavy losse.«
in material. The guerilla« escaped un

s«cathed.

SCHATCHEN FAILS KILLS SELF.
tilrl l '-hi'« from -? iini.i«« Rrranai

-ha- CaUa't lind ? mahn nil.

New York. Feb. 7..Despairing of evo

finding » husband conforming to hei
Uieals, Gussle Cohen, twenty-four year;
old, committed suicide today by Jumpin«.
from the fifth floor of a tenement hous»
in Henry itroet.
At her request she was introduced ti

four men by a schatchen. She decline!
all of them.

New Peace Move Launched.
Stockholm. Feb. 7..A new world peae,

movement has just been launched here
Inspired by the Ford expedition. Socialist,
in th·· Swedish Parliament are interpellât
ins the government as to whether It ii
possible to arrange a peace conference 0
neutral nations for the purpose of found
Ing a permanent court oí Internatlona
arbitration.

HOUSE PASSES
DEFENSE BILLS
UNANIMOUSLY

Clark and Mann Both Urge
Speeding Up of Battleship

Construction.

PACIFISTS DUCK VOTE

"Uncle Joe" Cannon Aslcs As¬
surance that Politics Cut
No Figure in Program.

WILL ENLARGE NAVAL ACADEMY

Speaker Wants Biggest Guns Obtain¬
able Placed on U. S. Ships, He

Declares from Floor.

In a maelstrom of excited debate that
marked the passage of two National de¬
fense bills.the first of the pension.by the
Mouse yesterday. Speaker Champ Clark
took the floor to declare his vigorous eup¬

leri: of necessary preparedness. He
treated a sensation when he demanded
the reason.*-, for the backwardness of the
t'nited Htates in naval construction.
Later the Speaker outlined part of his

preparedness creed, embracing th-· edu¬
cation of more officer« at West Point and

Annapolis, a skeletonized army organi¬
sation .for training purposes and short
term enlistments to build up an adequate
reserve.

From the other tide of the chamber.
Republican .Leader Mann demanded that

preparedness legislation be "speeded up,"
and that preparations be made for de¬
fense a gainst "any for- lgn n;ition."

All tlie big guns of tho House, with the

exception of Democratic leader Kltchln.
who remained silent, declsred In favor of
ade/afuat«· national defense.
National defense forces made a clean

sweep with the following results:
Tho bill making available %'/t,,mn tor

bet tief hi ? build Ini equipment at M »re

Island Navy Yard and S1W.00O for similar

purposes at N>w York Navy Tard passed
without a dissenting volee.
The bill íñcí^ling from l.MI to 1.1M

the cS-dets at Annapolis passed by a vote
of 173 to #,
The nntl-prerarcdncss faction confessed

it.-* weakness by avoiding record vote on

b-oth bilie.
Speaker Clark led the fight for both

bill-«.
< nnnnn Sem Politic«.

"Uncle Joe'' Cannon declared for pre¬

paredness hut elicited a sharp rebuke
from Representative Kitzgerald of New
York, when he asked if the administra¬
tion was using it for "campaign pur-
roses."
Speaker Clark cleared the way for the

navy yard soon as the House met.
The hill got under way in ? storm of

confused oratory, at id Speaker Clark
munched himself Into the flood of talk
î-oon after the deluge began.
"How Is It that In Kngland they can

build a battleship so much quicker than
we do?" he demanded In a voice that
rose above the confusion.
"Because they take the money." an-

Bwered Representative Butler.
Representative Rutler was badgered by

a dozen members of the House at a time.
At times the tumult became Incoherent.
Tn tho midst of one period of excitement
Representative Fitzgerald, of New York,
clamored for the Pennsylvania member
to yield.
"To whom does the gentleman yield?"

CONTINUED ON PAUB TWO,

IMMENSE ZEPPELINS
USED IN LAST RAID

t-.
" Paris Declares New Type Can Carry

Ton and a Half of Explosives,
.1 Besides Cannon.
I Part», feb. 7..Zeppelin ftlrahlpe »vhkJi
I took part in tli»« Utteat raid on Kngianaj j
»re of an enoi-mous now typ·» much j

G larger than any ever before seen.

I Tho Mutin. In en article today, gives
the specifications of the new super-

I Zeppelin«?. Th«'8»«· aerial moneterà have
. a volume of ."?,-?-? cubic metres each
i'and instead »if hring cigar-shaped, have,
.¡the form of a huge fish. The Zeppe-j

lins are driven by eight 200-horse power
motors and are capable of a speed of
'¦> miles an hour. The ordinary' speed
of the big balloons Is *"5 miles an hour,

- The air ships are equipped with three'
propellers each and arc covered with a

scientific aluminum B'int «vhlch Ten-I
ders them as nearly Invisible as possible.
The armament consists of several small

cannons, machine guns and about a ton
and a half of explosives.

Famine of Half Pennies.
London. Feb. 7.Kngland in suffering a

famine of half pennies, owing to the
enormously Increased demand for them.
It is 'suggested by bankers that the gov¬
ernment Issue a new nickel coin of the
value of a cent and a half.

bribery of Bulgare Charged.
Rome. Feb. "..The Bulgarian minister

of justice has requested from the chani
ber of deo'itles authority to proceed
against thirteen of its members on a

harge of accepting bribes from the en¬

tente powers, according to Sofia advices.

Plot to Wreck Weiland Canal
Uncovered in New York City

Conspiracies Alleged to Have Been Fomented in the United
States and Plans Laid for Attack on Canada from

This Side.War Stores Purchased.
Speeiftl to The AVtrfUDctiXi Herald.
New York, Feb. 7..Alarming disclosures

of the extent of the German conspiracies
against Canada carried on ln the l'nited
States have been made today following
the activities of the Canadian secret
service agents, who have been at work
In this city and other points throughout:
the country. Among the findings which
have been forwarded to the Canadian
government are:

German agents have secretly purchased
two hundred thousand Mauser rifles and
surreptitiously shipped them to the Cana¬
dian border.
In the guise of Belgian refugees and of

Scandinavian Immigrants scores of Ger¬
man army officerà have arrived here
from neutral ports with tty» object of
heading an armed force for the Invasion
of Canada.
The destruction of the Weltand Canal

and the crippling thereby of the shipping
of fUOO.OOn.ono of Canadian wheat to the
allies is the main object of this secret
movement.

Jini» Munition Mor«-·»

One-third of the output of American
munition plants has been purchased by
German agents masquerading as repre¬
sentatives of the allies, and this vast sup¬
ply of munitions, mainly consisting of
rifles, has been stored ln secret.
The destruction of the Canadian Par-

lisment Building last week and the at¬
tempted destruction of munition plants
sre the work of sympathizers with Ger¬
mans.

One Canadian authority said todsy that
the attempted raid on Chinada was to be
made within two months.
The information obtained here has been

forwarded to Gen. Sir Sam Hughes,
the Canadian War Secretary, and to Col.
Percy Her wood, chief of the Canadian
Secret Service at Ottawa, with the result
that extraordinary precautions have been
taken to safeguard the Weiland Canal
snd other border points. Every foot of
the waterway Is patrolled dey and night.

WOMAN KILLS
HER MINISTER

Wife of Wealthy Texas Farmer
Fires Four Bullets, One

Hitting Boy.
DYING CLERGYMAN BEGS

FOR TALK WITH HIS WIFE

.Slayer Surrenders to Police ? ragedy
Declared Result of Gowip Alleged

Circulated by Divine.

Sreraal to Tlie Washington Herild.
Sherman, Tex.. Feb. 7.~Mrs. Annie1

Faust, wife of a wealthy farmer, shot
find killed Rev. J. M. Cagle. a Baptist
minister. In the public square this after¬
noon. She then sought a policeman and
surrendered herself.
"I did It because he slandered me,"

was the only explanation she would
make.
Four bullets struck Cagle, all entering

his chest. A wild shot wounded an ele¬
vator boy in a nearby building.
"Take me to my wife. I have but a

few minutes to ItvV, and 1 don't want to
die until I have talked to her," gasped
Cagle as he laid in the street.
He died before his wife could reach

him.

Influential friends tonight sought bail
for Mrs. Faust. They declared she will
never be bfOUgffi to ttial.
A few days a^ro Mrs, Faust's brother-

in-law quarreled with Cagle as a result
of reporta that the clergyman had been
gossiping about the woman.

$300,000 FOR COLLEGES.
Rockefeller Hoard Announce» .New

1 Ulli er. t I n nul Gifts.
New Tork, Feb. 7..The General Board

whleh handles John U. Rockefeller's
gifts to colleges, announces the follow¬
ing appropriations:
Mary ville College, Tennessee, $75,000;

Western College for Women, Oxford,
notion,
Wttwwriwe DOWIW College for Women,

$1 nil,wo.
The board has al. o appropriated $2&,-

101 to assist consolidated rural schools in
building bonus for teachers in connec¬

tion with the schools.

Two Trainmen Killed.
Vineennes, Ind», Feb. 7..Two trainmen

Ware kilhd whvn the engine and tender
of ? Big Four passenger train plunged
into the Wabash River, between Vin-
ce?nes and St. Francisville.

Greece Demands Indemnity.
l-ondon. Feb. 7..A Central News dis¬

patch from Rome says that Greece has
presented Germany with a demand for in¬
demnity for the ret ent bombardment ot
Saloniki from the air.

Bulgar King to Visit Kaiser.
Berlin, Feb. 7..The Vosaiehe Zeitung

states that King Ferdinand of Holgaría
w*!". shortly come to Germany to visit the

-

Hugh Sutherland, a prominent resident,
of Winnipeg, and a member of Parliament
for ten years, now In this city, said today :,

today :

"That the principal purpose of this
propaganda is to destroy the Weiland
Canal and thereby I mper future ship¬
ment of wheat to England there can be
little doubt

"The destruction of the »-anal would
be a great strategia· move, and It Is
certain that many Germans in this coun¬

try and sympathisers of Kmpcror Will-
lam, regardless of neutrality obliga¬
tions, are more than anxious ìhat this
waterway be destroyed. That there is
a combined movement to this end is
evidenced by the facts developed sub¬
sequent to the arrest of Paul Koenlg
and Richard E. I^eyendecker in thla
city."

-applies Not -»hipped.
The agent here of a manufacturing

concern which is suprlying large quan¬
tities of munition· to the allies says
more than 20 per cent of the output of
the concern has been delivered In this
city for months, but no part of it has
as yet been shipped to Kngland or

France. The noxes of munitions were

»ailed for at the freight stations and
carted away to secret .storage house·.
"There la no doubt that large quantities

of arms and ammunition have been pur-
ahascd here by the (ierman government
through Its secret agents," said this in¬

formant, "aim that they will be ready for

u»c when needed These contracts were

presumably mad«· with autt.orlred agents
of the allies, snd evidence shows that
fictitious names were employed in order
to divert suspicion. Checks drawn upon

large Oerman banks throughout the
country pointed to the conclusion that
a-ei-tain men who were supposed to be

ncting for the allies wen- »n fact acting
In the Interests of the German govern¬
ment. As none of these munitions llave
been shlppeai to Germany it would be In¬

teresting to Kn»iw where diese war sup¬
plies are now locateli.

T. R. PLEDGES
HELP TO JEWS

Says He Will Use Influence to
Get Race Equal Rights

After War.

COLONEL ONLY SPEAKER
AT EAST SIDE LUNCHEON

Tells of Receiving Letter from Simon
Wolf Setting Forth Attitude of

the Wilson Administration.

SreciaJ f. The Wislitngton H« reld.
New York. Feb. "..Theodore Ronse-

velt today deci«red he would do every¬
thing in hts power to ohtaln equal right:-
for Jews In Kurope at the end of the
war. His pledge was mad* at a lunch¬
eon In the Wine Tunnel, of Eittle Hun¬
gary restaurant, on East Houston Ftreet.
"If I have any weight at all In in¬

fluencing the .action uf our country in
the making of peace," he declared.
though I doubt very much that I will
be called upon to take any part In thf
negotiations.? will do everything 1 can

to aid the.se people."
The luncheon was arranged to "discuss

w hat this country can do toward ob¬
taining for Jews in Europe equal rights
with their fellow citizens."

Hoped to I.lai en.
In accepting the Invitation, It was said

f'ol. Roosevelt did so on the under¬
standing he would be able to listen to
suggestions put forward by the leaden
of Jew.?? thought present. Mr. Roose¬
velt was practically the only speaker
on the subject.
There was no discussion. The luncheon

was strictly Kosher. lt had beep ar-

raned with great secrecy. Rut th*» new?

quickly spread through tlie East Bid« and
a great crowd greeted tl» Colonel as he
loft.
"There go».«: the next President." shout¬

ed ,the crowd.

¦It« nt lira«! of Table.
Tn the Wine Tunnel tho Colonel sat at

the head of the table. The room was

decorated with large American flags, but
directly over the Colonel'.·- head (line waa
a bust of Emperor Kranz Josef of Aus¬
tria.
Thope at the table with him were for¬

mer Ambassador Robert Rncon. Senator
.Nathaniel Elaberg, Rabbi If. S. Mar¬
gotte*. Rabbi Philip Klein, I >r. Henry M-
l-eipi-iger. Dr. Isaac Ilourwich, Michael
S<h:iap. Albert l.uca?<, Ijonis Erotik, su¬

perintendent of Beth Israel Hospital;
Judgo Hartmann and Ibnry Circón.
"Simon Wolf wrote me the administra¬

tion will nee that tlie Jews will be fairly
treated after the war. There's nothing
during the last^eighteen months to show
that." declared Roosevelt,

$200.000 Loss by Fire.
Buffalo, Keb. 7. Klre winch started In

Ih»· plant of th" Model Incubator Com¬
pany, destroyed th*t building and the ad-
ioining -.ïlobe Pattern Works and Buffalo
Pasteboard Box Company tonight. The
damar is estimated at (200,000.

KITCHENER OUT
AS WAR LORD,
LONDON HEARS

Sir William Robertson Sched¬
uled to Direct England's
Campaign in Future.

TO HAVE WIDE POWERS

Lord Derby Prominently Men¬
tioned as Next Secretary

for War.

KING MEETS WITH ADVISORS

New Chief Rose from Ranks to Be
Chief-of-Statf.Won Way by

Distinguished Bravery.
h|<x-i*l Cmbaa tn The Wathington deraW
London, Feb. 7..Great Britain« war

operations soon will be under the active
direction of Sir William Robertson, now

chief of stafT, according to widespread
tumor» tonight.
London generally accepts the report

that Ear] Kitchener will be superseded
as Secretary for War by a < ivilian.
Th* name of I-ord Derby is prominently
mentioned in this connection.
The rumors were given additional color

following official announcement that the
King today received ln audience.
Premier Asquith. Sir Henry Jackson ana

MaJ. Gen. Charles Klward Caldwell, all
prominent factors in Britain's military
policy.

Isrrplng ( hanitre* Km per ted

Premier Asquith is president of the Im¬
perial Defense Committee; Gen. CaldweU
in director of Military Intelligence, and
Sir Henry Jackson Is First Sea Lord. It
Ih generally taken for granted that

sweeping changes soon »ill be announced.
It is recalled that Bari Kitchener re¬

cent! ? was closeted with the King in

secret conference.
The Daily Sketch says Sir William

Robertson will be given powers that
will Insure him freedom from inter¬
ference, exrept from th· cabinet as a

whole It adds that Karl Kitchener
will undertake duties of a highly re¬

sponsible character elsewhere.
Some believe this portends the de¬

parture of the present secretary for
war for Saloniki, where immense op¬
erations are impending, or for the
held of operations even further east.

Provisions already have been made
for the grant of widely extended pow¬
ers to Robertson by an order !n coun¬

cil directing that he "be responsible
for issuing all orders of the govern¬
ment in regard to military opera¬
tion?."

Rnritral «hange Likely.
Hitherto these ordeis have been Is¬

sued by the secretary for war. The
order in council Is clearly a prepara¬
tion for the separstion of the admin¬
istrative and executive functions of
the war secretary.

Sir William Robertson. K. C. V. O..
K. C. B.. B. 8. O., literally rose from
the ranks to chief of staff. He is
well known to the army itself, but the
outside world knows little of him. He
won his position by brave and distin¬
guished work in the Indian and South
African campaigns.
# Sir William Robertson went into
France with the British expeditionary
force as quartermaster genera I. He
was made chief oí staff in September,
1915.

BELEAGUERED BRITISH
TROOPS SAID STARVING

Turkish Reports State Condition of
Men in Kut el Amara Is

Precarious.
Bircial C*H* t<> Th* Washington HenJd.

Constantinople. Feb. 7. .British
troops besieged In the Mesopotamia!!
town of Kut el Amara by Turkish
forces are short of food and ammuni¬
tion and will be compelled to surren¬

der very soon, according to official
advices received by the Turkish war

office.
A dispatch from Bagdad state» that

a wireless message from the comman¬

der of the beleaguered troops, sent
to the rHief expedition that lias tried
in vain to reach Kut el Amara., ap¬
pealed franti* al l> for ass· sta n ce, say¬
ing that the British force was on the
verge of starvation, and that the tup-
ply of amm un it ion available would
last for only a week.
Dysentery and typhus fever are raid

to have caused te ir ibi e havoc among
the Knglish soldiers, five temporary
hospitals being crowded with the »suf¬
ferers.

WOMAN'S TBIAL POSTPONED
Mrs. »nruan-i "*nii«rr to Fare t ourt

in I Vhrufir> t ·.

New York. Feb. 7.The trial of Mrs.
Margaret Sangei. charged with sending
through the mails »ritin* regarding birth
control alleged to !»e obscene, was post t

|K>ned until Februai ? 14. The CM· came

before Judge Clayton in*the l'nltcd States

¡D strict Court toda>
Mrs. Banger was nut In cout.. but

twenty of her friends were present, ex-
petiins tbe trial to go on.

Piene Acid Plant b
Wrecked by Explonon

ftapaadal to Tb« V» mlMnmm Hcimad.

Emporium, Pa., F«rb. 7..A
mysterious explosion destroyed
the pkric acid plant of the Aetna

Kxplosive Company here this
evening and for a time threatened
the entire plant.

In buildings nearby the burning
structure »ere stored thousands
of pound» of guncotton and
-mokeless powder. No lives were

loM.
Three other explosion« closely

followed the first.

GERMAN NOTE
WAITS ACTION

Lansing Has Had Lusitania
Reply Four Days, but Has

Not Seen Wilson.

EXECUTIVE WAS TOO TIRED
TO CONSIDER IT ON FRIDAY

German Reply Will Be Talked Over
by Cabinet Today.U. S. Does

Not Increase Demands.

officiai Washington was frankly puz¬
zled yeaterday by the unaccountable de¬
lay of the administration in taking up
for consideration lhe latest German pro¬

posais for settlement of the l,usit*ma
rame. President Wllaon and Secretary
?-anting were to have met at the White
House to discuss the subject, hut poat-
l*oned their conference until today, when
th« full Cabinet probably will consider
the case.

Although Count von BernMtorff dellv-
ered the communication from Berlin to
Secretary lAnsing last Frida>-four days
ago.Mr. Lansing said last night he had
not seen the President to diseuse the
¦abject since receiving the proposals.
President Wilson returned Kriday aft-

emoon from his Western trip. It was!
announced Kriday that he was tired from
his trip and would not see the Secretary
that nicht. On Saturday the Président
kept holiday hour.*, and In the afternoon
played his upoal game uf ro'f- Th·-
meeting set for that day did not tak«
piece. On Sunday the President attended
church and motored after church and ini
[the afternoon.

The only development yesterday alTe.-t-
ing the i-aae was a declaration bv Seere-
tary Lansing characterizing a* "utterly
false" a statement attributed tc Pr. Zlm-
merman. German unders^rretary for for¬
eign affairs, that the T'nited Statea had
increased its demands.
"This government has not Increased Its

'demands In the Lusitani* case over the
former demanda in th* notes of May 1",
June 9 and July 21 I doubt very mu-~h

,that I>r. Zimmerman made such a Mate¬
rnent, as he must know lt is utterly
false." said the Wilson premier.

Villa Threatens
All Americans

Rebel Leader Declares War to
Death on All Who

Cross Path.
?;·?<*?*' to Th· XVaUa-aiiTif-tnan µµ·»?
Kl Paso. Tex.. Keb. 7. -Francisco Villa

has declared wht to the death against
nil American* in Mexico. Ue has vowed
to kill all citlzr-is of the United States
who fall Into his power
This threat mas made by the rebel

loader to a jroup of Mexican miners at
Plelages, Chihuahua, last week:

I will kill even" d.- American I lay
my hands on."
News of Villa's declaration of hostility

wss taken tn Chihuahua City on Friday
hy Mexicans who walked forty mile* to

warn the American colony in that tomn

and was brought here early today hy
passengers on the first train from th·
interior of Mrxi-? that has reached the
border in eight days
These psLss* rtriTm alno brought a re¬

port that has reached Chihuahua City
that German agents arc backing Villa
In his warfare against the Carranza
.government.

-GASOLENE ITP AGAIN
Bnaraai «af ila, » cat ¦ a.,ll,..

a« eat laa .«Sew York.

Seat VnrV Feh. 7..(¿«poltne pannati an¬

other rtae todiiv in IU upward flijht Th·
price of nil «rradea except mai-hln«· raao-
ltni" wan ada-anc-ed 1 «em ? rralioti.
Tha» near <·. hedule »»« T, centa a rallón

for motor raraoltna lo trarafea. and what¬
ever thr roiNumasr will pay at the retal'
flgur«·.

Bride and Groom Die in Fir«.
Portland Mr. Kelt 7 -Mr and Mra

Erneat A »ïove. a bridal couple, were

burned to death today in a three-aitory
lodging houae Twelve men and »om¬
en wer« reaa-UaNl by Uditer, ??. (io\f
loat her life In an attempt to aa«e her
huaband.

Firf Sweep« Uorth Adim».
North Adapta. Mm«. Keb 7 Many

l»e p'r were driven to th. ««treet» tn thapir
nicht lothe* i> l»«-n tire awept throu-h
?? "uxineaa aertion early toalay The
flamen raged fer nearly four hour» Tk·
aaw· »rnh lit«,«».

BIG GUN DUEL
IS PRELUDE TO
GERMAN DRIVE

For Forty-eight Hours Heavy
Artillery Roars All Along
Western Battle Front.

DUNKIRK TEUTONS' AIM

British and French Airmen
Report Intense Activity
Behind Enemy Lines.

ALLIES BRlfc UP VETERAJW

Russia and Serbia Furnishing Seasoned
Warriors to Meet Any Ofenstre

Move« Kftiser May Launch.

SpKÉsl Cmmtma Am TV· Mat
London. Feb 7..For forty-eight

hours a terrific artillery duel haa been
raging along the western front. Hug*
German batteries are pouring ton· of
shells Into the Anclo-French trenches
and the allied cannon ar« replying
fiercely.
The German l>omb*rdment ts believ¬

ed to be the flrat move in the long-
expected drive to break tha allied
front and .-rise Dunkirk

Intense activity is reported befelnd
the German lines. Squadrons of
French and British airmen, ratnrnlng
from reconna r-ances. describe exten
¦tve troop movements
The great offensive. It Is reported,

will be launched under the eye« of
Emperor William Dispatches from
(«eversi wMmrcmm Mate that he haa ar¬
rived at the front

Only «he H'i<kBiri
The preaent artillery betti· It la be¬

lieved. Is only the beginning Hun
dreds of new guns, fresh front the
Krupp work», are being set up be¬
hind the German lines, according te
French officerà
Veteran troop» from kswU e-n* »*e-

bla are replacing lb· drafts which
have fllie-u tn the German front during
the comparative quiet of the laat few
month?
The Freneh artillery is replying af¬

fectively to the Germen bombard¬
ment. H.ry damage ha* been don·
to the Ormiti position* snd organisa¬
tions at numerous points on the front.
secordlnK to sn official communique
tesued tonight by the »sr office at
ran."

lt say*
"In Belgium oar artillarj bombard*

ed with good effect a small fort st
Vantaa. neer Hetsas. and G*rma*
trenehes opposite Steenstaret*

Esplolione *??·?.
'In Artois*, our battery flre caused

heavy explosions within the Germar
lines In the direction of St. Laurent,
northeast of Arres.

.Between the Oise and the Aisne, an

fifm.\ block house was destroyed on

tlie southern fringe of the uurscsmp»
Wo»od. In Champagne, our heavy artil
ler> bombarded Germen establishment
near Challe rang*, causing a large flre.

There was reciprocal cannonading
on the rest of the front."
A big gun battle of fierce character

is proceeding aouth of the Somme, in

the region where the Germans recently
piereed the French advanced linea ne-

-rording to the Germen official state-
in-1 ? t The alile? ere carrying on a

heavy bombardment of lenf

$17.000.000 FOR RZUXT
Bis tmmt tmr War »afrrrn ?«1.».?

la I mim Malta.

Ne·» York. Ki-I. 7 -???t than Sr.Mt.«··
ti»» been contribuì***! in th. relief of
«-ar-ravaatc-d Kurope t»> vanou» organi-
XAtiona In thl» lOuntrv

Chelf of th<*m litt U>f Amman Red
«'roe». Ihr American Jcwiah Relief Own-
mill·!-**, tka S**rl»i»n Arnrultur»' Heiter
letmmitttrt. th·· American l*oli»l) Relief
i*ommli»»l.»n. tho American Commiaalor*
for th» Relief of Belgium, th» American
Commute· of Armenian and Syrian Re¬
lief and the PoUah \ l-tim» RaHef
Fund

Marn»£< Licenie for Farr»r.
Nea Tork. Fob ? .Géraldine »"»arTar.

thr Mrtrapolltan Opora Hom »tar and
lew T· liegen, errtwhllc actor and .»or

a ??··»?» »tar. took »oat a marna«· li*
cenr>»e thta afl»-rnoon. Th* couple are at

pet-ted to be married tomorrow

Riuian City He»rily Tinté
Petrograd. Krb I -A An· mt lUTb» ha«

Jum beer, it.ipoaed upon the Ruaalan city
of Vilna t<> the lirrmen military auOto*-
Itlea on the ground that a

of Incendiary »origin

P»p*r P-abhihtd in TreBchft*
lyi-ndot». Feb ' .»pi»«*» have Juat been

racetved here of ihr Twentieth Oaaett'
a neaapape. print-id 'raomearbor· ta
Kranr*·'· try number» of the Tacnlietk
Canadian Reglm· »t Thu trench b**·»-
Ir.per I» « rare curtoalty

Quaken Will lot Fifht.
landon, Krb ; I'raoti.iall) all of tb·

number·* of the Society at mamma
.Quaker») baie flver notice that ta>ey
»*B1 aeek ej» ernrptlon fitmi compuieory
militari arrri'e under the ciau». < rirmrmmt
cona-ltaumt objector».'*


